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 Clerk: The Acting Clerk

Tel: 01376 345681
E-mail: Clerk@greatnotley.gov.uk    
25 Highclere Road, Great Notley, 

Braintree, CM77 7WX
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GREAT NOTLEY PARISH COUNCIL

 HELD ON MONDAY 14th SEPTEMBER 2009 AT 7.30 PM 

AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, GREAT NOTLEY.

****************************************************************
Present: Cllrs  Prosser (Vice -Chairman), Barltrop, Ricci, Heady, Sandbrook (from 8pm), Walters (from 8pm), and the Acting Clerk. 

	ITEM
	
	ACTION BY:



	09/12
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies received from Councillors Butland and Fisher

	

	09/13
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No declarations of interest noted

	

	09/14
	PUBLIC FORUM

No members of the public in attendance at the meeting

	

	09/15
	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meeting on 13th July 2009 were agreed and Councillor Prosser signed copy.

	

	09/16
	MATTERS ARISING

All councillors formally noted that Abigail Conway had resigned her position as Clerk to the Council.

Points noted from previous minutes included:

1. Bus shelter still needs to be completed

2. Community Centre extension

3. Quality status matter to be carried forward to next meeting

4. Councillor Heady had now signed relevant documentation


	CLERK

GB

	09/17
	EX-AGENDA

There were no reports this month.

	

	09/18
	FINANCE

All cheques listed on agenda agreed and no new cheques were presented for signatures.

	

	09/19
	CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON 08/09 AUDIT

In his absence, Councillor Butland had provided a report to the council.  The main points being:
1. Councillor Butland, with the assistance of the Acting Clerk, had submitted the VAT claim to the HMRC

2. Outstanding issues with Barclays had been resolved.  Signatories for cheques would now be the Chairman, Vice Chairman and Councillor Barltrop.  

3. In relation to the 4 accounts currently held with Barclays Bank, Councillor Butland had proposed that surplus monies be put into a Bond Account – Councillor Barltrop seconded the motion and the council was in agreement, unanimously.

4. The Acting Clerk advised that the September Precept will be available in the account around 25th September, following confirmation from BDC.


	GB 

	09/20
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

In relation to the planning application 09/01041/FUL, BDC had agreed to await a decision from the Council after the meeting.  After consideration the Council accepted the application for one unit to be allowed A3 Status and be used as a restaurant/café, so long as it replaced the original takeaway option.  Council to provide comment by 15/09/09
It was requested that planning applications, when received by the Clerk, should be available for the Councillors to view, as the online system provided by BDC was not helpful when trying to visualise.


	Clerk to respond (done 15/09/09)

	09/21
	TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS

All TPO’S were accepted on the advice of Mr Want, TP Officer.  It was noted by Councillor Barltrop that as far as she was aware all trees on White Court were on TPO’s and had to be replaced by saplings if removed.


	

	09/22
	PANNERS FARM PLAY EQUIPMENT

Councillor Walters updated on the Panners Farm play equipment.  The total cost to relocate the equipment was £1340 + VAT and the school was originally to pay £300.  The school was confused as to the situation and stated that it would need to speak with the school governors to gain consent.  Councillor Walters proposed that the Parish Council should pick up the total cost if the school was unable to contribute, Councillor Sandbrook seconded the proposal.  All Councillors were in agreement.

	

	09/23
	ALLOTMENTS

The proposal for the allotments at the Discovery Centre was discussed, it was agreed that planning permission, access rights and any other conditions need to be sought out and discussed. Councillor Heady has agreed to take this matter forward, with the assistance of the Acting Clerk.

	PH & ACTING CLERK

	09/24
	LITTER CLEARANCE ARRANGEMENTS

A report from Councillor Walters to the Chairman in relation to the litter pickers and their responsibilities was not available at the meeting – to be forwarded

The responsibility and management of the litter pickers was discussed and it was noted that once a permanent Clerk was in place, they would have direct management responsibilities for the litter pickers, which would hopefully resolve confusion, in the interim the Chairman will be the liaison with them.

A meeting with the litter pickers is to be arranged upon the return of the Chairman from annual leave.

The acting clerk is to ascertain the whereabouts of the written and signed contracts that the council hold with the litter pickers.

Panners Farm has been highlighted as a ‘hotspot’ area that needs addressing sooner rather than later.  Councillor Fisher suggested an advert in the Great Notley Times addressing the issue.


	ACTING CLERK

GB

ACTING CLERK

BB



	09/25
	LEVANS WAY PLAY AREA

The Chairman reported that the work had been completed at the Levans Way play area and that it had been requested that signs stating no dogs allowed be erected.  Councillor Heady suggested to the council that the council’s logo on the signs would help raise the council’s profile.  The Acting Clerk to investigate costs of signage.

	ACTING CLERK

	09/26
	PARISH WALK-ABOUT

The Parish Walkabout has been agreed for Tuesday 6th October 2009 at 6pm – to meet outside the Community Hall.


	

	09/27
	ESSEX ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS

Councillor Sandbrook to attend the Essex Association of Local Councils AGM on 23rd September – papers given at meeting


	CS

	09/28
	PARISH PLAN

Councillor Sandbrook updated the meeting on the progress of the Parish Plan.  The meeting on 16th September had been cancelled and it was preferable for the Chairman to be present at the first meeting.  
A list of Friends of the Council would be sent to the Acting Clerk and a meeting would be arranged.


	CS & ACTING CLERK

	09/29
	COUNCIL WEBSITE

Councillor Sandbrook updated the council on the state of the Parish Website and advised that we are awaiting confirmation from the domain holders (Scream) that everything was uploaded to the existing domain.
Once completed it was requested that a clear record be maintained, with a list of authorised names on the account.


	ACTING CLERK

	09/30
	GREAT NOTLEY TIMES

Councillor Barltrop updated that the next issue of the GNT was at the printers ready to go to print in the 2nd two weeks of October.  However outstanding items include:
1. Chairman’s report

2. Report from the Chair of the Football Club

3. Christmas refuse collection times/dates (also to go to CS for the website)

Councillor Barltrop advised that there were approximately 35 adverts included in the new issue, including some new advertisers.  The new edition would start being distributed on 24th October.


	GB

PP

RW

	09/31
	CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

Dates of correspondence were noted.

	

	09/32
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
1. The matter of the Parish signs was discussed and both Councillors Walters and Fisher proposed that the entrance to the estate at Panners Farm should be given consideration.  Photographic examples and costings to be provided.

2. It was requested that the local Police Officer be in attendance at the meetings – P Brooksbank to be contacted


	RW & PF

ACTING CLERK

	09/33
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The date of the next Parish Council meeting is Monday 19th October 2009 at 7.30pm – Community Centre Hall

Apologies noted from Councillor Walters – annual leave


	


Signed:

Chairman

19 October 2009


