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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GREAT NOTLEY PARISH COUNCIL

 HELD ON MONDAY 17th OCTOBER 2011 (7.30pm – 9.18PM)
AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, GREAT NOTLEY.
****************************************************************
Present: Cllr Butland (chair) and Cllrs Heady, Barltrop, Ricci, Jenner, and Fisher, plus the Clerk.
	ITEM
	
	ACTION BY

	11/45

	Apologies & reasons for absence
Cllr Walters on Honeymoon.  Cllr Sandbrook absent.
	

	11/46
	Chairman’s Update
Cllr Butland informed the council that the Audit Commission had provided the Council with a clean bill of health on the Accounts for 2010-11.  The viewing programme had been advertised on the noticeboards and the annual accounts would be put on the website.
Cllr Butland had met with Nick Lee of Braintree Police and their meeting had been productive. 
There had been an increase in complaints by residents over junk mail being received through doors.  It was agreed that the Council write to the publisher of a Dunmow free newspaper suggesting that circulation in Great Notley ought to be discontinued.  
Cllr Butland stated that he had received a number of comments on the issue of junk mail and he would publish some of them in the next edition of the GNT. 
The new noticeboards are now in place and the Council agreed that they should be for Parish Council information and local community /fundraising events only.  An increase in businesses wishing to advertise for free had been noted and it was agreed that businesses could advertise elsewhere, e.g. at Tesco, on the Council’s website and in the Great Notley Times for a charge.
Cllr Butland reported that Braintree District Council had offered the Parish Council the opportunity to purchase the van being used by Mr Illman.  The cost would be in the region of £2500.  BDC would be prepared to service the vehicle.  It was agreed that the van should be purchased and the clerk was asked to check the insurance requirements.

	Clerk

Clerk

Cllr GB

Clerk

	11/47
	Declarations of Interest

There were none at this stage in the meeting. 


	

	11/48
	Public Participation

No members of the public were present.

	

	11/49
	Minutes of the last meeting & Matters arising
The minutes of the meeting held on 5th September 2011 were agreed as an accurate and true reflection of the business conducted and were signed by the Chairman.  All matters arising are covered within the agenda.

	

	
	
	

	11/50
	Clerk’s Report

The Clerk requested that Councillors consider increased resources for litter picking in their budget planning at the November meeting, as it had been noted from various quarters, that when the main litter picker was on annual leave there was a significant difference to the amount of litter around the village. There is also an issue of succession planning for the future. It was agreed that the draft budget should reflect possibilities around this suggestion. 
The Clerk reported that she had completed the VAT return for 2010-2011 and a claim for £1307 had been submitted.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	11/51
	Financial Report

51.1  Bank reconciliation & Half year spending review
An up to date bank reconciliation was presented to the Council and noted, along with a half year spending review showing budget against expenditure so far.
51.2 Payments to be made
The following payments were agreed:

Payment to

Chq Number

Amount

Konica Minolta

101347

£65.70

A&P Designs

101348

£4,750.00

Paul Clark Printing

101349

£2,224.00

F Illman Wages

101350

£752.57

M Green Wages

101351

£277.25

E Aylott wages

101352

£834.36

Acumen Wages

101353

£21.00

Greenbarnes Ltd

101354

£8,549.46

Essex Pension Fund

101355

£238.41

HMRC PAYE & NI

101356

£480.05

Cllr Barltrop expenses

101357

£95.88

Fuel Expenses

101358

£55.89

Gardening equipment

101359

£62.50

NGCA room hire

101360

£50.00

BDC Strimmer & Mower
101361
£702.00
Konica Minolta

101362

£2.66

Acumen Wages

101363

£21.00

F Illman Wages

101364

£752.57

M Green Wages

101365

£277.05

E Aylott Wages

101366

£834.16

HMRC PAYE & NI

101367

£480.45

ECC Pension Fund

101368

£238.41

51.3 Maturing Bonds – consideration
Cllr Butland proposed that the Barclays Bond be transferred to the Saffron Building Society bond scheme with £10k being placed in the business saver account to cover day to day costs.  Councillors agreed that the Chairman email details of accounts to members and that the proposition be agreed electronically.  Item to be on next agenda to follow up.


	Cllr GB

Clerk

	11/52
	Matters for Discussion
52.1 
Parish Plan, Going Forward
After discussion of the main points highlighted from the questionnaire responses, it was decided that:

· Cllr Heady and The Clerk would investigate bus routes and provide details of the various routes through the village, on the noticeboards and website/Great Notley times – Cllr Heady to provide article for the GNT
· Neighbourhood watch contact details to be chased by the Clerk

· Mark Wilson from BDC invited to next meeting to discuss proposed Wind Turbine

52.2    Diamond Jubilee Plans

Clerk provided details and costings for a jubilee mug for the children of Great Notley/White Court.  Clerk to find out costings of coins and matter to be on next agenda.
Cllrs Heady and Ricci to liaise with the primary schools to minimise the risk of any overlap of ideas.

The jubilee oaks application had been submitted to Braintree DC by the Vice-chairman under authority delegated to him at the last meeting.  It was outlined that the planting and watering of the said oaks would be the responsibility of the parish council, but it could be that BDC could dig the hole.  Further to an email received from the beaver/scout group, it was discussed that there was a possibility of the group having charge of the care of the trees for the first year and to provide feedback to the council on a regular basis.  It was agreed that the Clerk would ask the Council’s Tree Warden  to discuss this with the scout leaders. 
52.3    Torchlight Procession 2011
The 2011 Torchlight procession will be held on Saturday 17th December at 5.30pm, starting outside the Village Church and following the same route as last year.  Bocking Brass Band has been booked and their requested donation of £105 was agreed by the Council.  Clerk to discuss possibility of mince pies/mulled wine etc. with the Village Pub Landlord.
Clerk to also arrange tannoy system.

Cllr Butland to circulate programme to all councillors and to check that the torches and glow sticks are in working order.
52.4   Policies and Procedures Review
All councillors approved the Complaints Code of Practice and noted that a copy will be put in the Policies file, along with a copy on the website.
Small amendments were made to the circulated Freedom of Information Policy, in that Registers may be placed on the website and the revised document agreed.  Clerk to amend policy and put on file/website.  Clerk to also obtain copies of Register of Members Interests from BDC to place on the website.
52.5   Emergency Plan 2011-12
BDC to be informed of the new Church as a possible venue for emergency shelter along with contact details.

52.6  Great Notley Times – possible expansion of delivery area

Clerk to contact Paul Clark Printing for costings in relation to approximately 300 additional copies, for delivery in the unparished areas around Great Notley.  The next edition to contain a reason for delivery and a possible questionnaire as to whether the areas would like to be included in the parish.  It was agreed that, subject to the additional cost being acceptable to the Chairman, a trial run four editions from January 2012 be circulated as described.
52.7  Remembrance Sunday Service

To be held of 13th November 2011 at 12 noon at the War Memorial on White Court.  Cllr Barltrop has ordered the poppy wreathes, and clerk will assist in collection of the same.  The Chairman requested councillors support the service where possible.  It was also decided that wreathes would be removed by 31st December 2011 to ensure the memorial looks clean and tidy. 
.
	Cllr PH

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Cllrs PH & FR

Cllr PH

Clerk

Clerk

Cllr GB

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Cllr GB

Clerk

All Cllrs

F Illman

	11/53
	Planning Applications/TPO’s
One application was reviewed by the Council and it was agreed that the Clerk would observe responses and provide feedback to the members on application 11/01345/FUL The Paddocks, 222 London Road, Great Notley.
	Clerk


	
	
	

	
	
	

	11/54
	Committee Reports

54.1 District/County updates – Cllr Butland informed the Council of a new scheme that could provide enterprising communities with funding for projects.  The MI Community details could be found on the BDC website and councillors were requested to familiarise themselves with the project so that they could let groups know about the funding available.

The footpath at the rear entrance to Notley Green Primary School had still not been repaired and the clerk is to ascertain when this will be undertaken. 
54.2 Great Notley Times – Cllr Barltrop informed the Council that she would be stepping back from the Great Notley Times preparation slightly and it was agreed that the clerk should now take over the editorial control of articles for each edition.  Members thanked Cllr Barltrop for her very  hard work over many years and it was agreed that the Clerk would meet with Cllr Barltrop to discuss handover/assistance required.  Articles need to be with the clerk by the end of November.

	All Cllrs

Clerk

Cllr BB

Clerk



	
	
	

	11/55
	Matters raised for next Agenda

1. Wind Turbine Proposal – Mark Wilson BDC

2. 2012-13 Budget
3. Grant Applications 

4. Financial Bonds update

5. Costings for Diamond Jubilee Commemerative gifts

6. Torchlight Procession Update

7. Great Notley Times Update
]
	

	
	The next Parish Meeting is on:

Monday 28th November 2011 

7.30pm

The Community Centre, Great Notley
	


Signed:

Chairman

28th November 2011

