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Clerk: The Acting Clerk

Tel: 01376 345681
E-mail: Clerk@greatnotley.gov.uk    
25 Highclere Road, Great Notley, 

                                                                                            Braintree, CM77 7WX

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GREAT NOTLEY PARISH COUNCIL

 HELD ON MONDAY 19th OCTOBER 2009 AT 7.30 PM 

AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, GREAT NOTLEY.

****************************************************************
Present: Cllrs Butland (Chairman), Barltrop, Heady, Sandbrook and Fisher, and the acting clerk, along with PCSO James Graham, and Dave Wright (scout group leader).  

	ITEM
	
	ACTION BY:



	09/34
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies received from Councillors Walters, Prosser and Ricci


	

	09/35
	DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Declarations of interest noted on the following matters:

· Cllrs Butland and Sandbrook – BDC Parish Support Grant proposed changes

· Cllr Fisher – Panners Farm play equipment

· Cllr Barltrop – War Memorial at White Court


	

	09/36
	PUBLIC FORUM

Dave Wright, Scout Group Leader present at meeting.  Points raised as follows:

· Gave thank you letter from the scout group to the Parish Council outlining the purchase of a new gas oven, fridge and urn for the troop from the £500 grant

· Confirming that the scout group would be taking part in the Remembrance Day service and that they had a PA system available for the Parish Council’s use and that they would require a wreath on behalf of the scouts/cubs/beavers.

· Advised of an incident involving 5 out of control dogs at the country park whilst the beaver group were doing an activity.  Park ranger dealing, but made council aware.

· The details of the scout leader needs to be amended on the website and scouting photos will be made available

PCSO UPDATE:

· Specific driving offenders details to be passed to acting clerk to pass on to PSCO

· Has been an increase in thefts from unlocked garages and motor vehicles, thus increased foot/cycle patrols has been created.  Possible item for website

· In relation to antisocial behaviour, main area the drop in centre – all children have been spoken to

· Speeding checks have been undertaken, in particular London Road

· Boy racers at Skyline business park have been spoken to and cars checked


	CS to put on website

BB to liaise

CS & DW

CS & Acting clerk

CS

	09/37
	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Minutes of the meeting on 14th September 2009 agreed and the Chairman signed a copy for the records.


	

	09/38
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES

Points noted from previous minutes included:

1. Bus shelter still needs to be completed


	CLERK

	09/39
	EX-AGENDA

No update provided by County Councillor as on annual leave

District Councillor updated in relation to the Parish Support Grant.  Councillor Butland circulated copy of letter sent to all town and parish councils regarding the removal of the grant, due to increased under spend in bank accounts.  For GNPC, this would mean £13,424 (22% of net budget) being removed from the budget.  Electronic copy of letter to be circulated and brought forward for November meeting.


	GB

	09/40
	FINANCE

The following payments were approved.

Cheque No                      Value                     Payee

101123                             £57.50                   Adept  

101124                             £20.13                   Acumen

101125                             £441.00                 F Illman salary – Sept 

101126                             £208.00                 M Green salary - Sept

101127                             £62.99                    BT

101128                             £600.00                  E Aylott – Admin Services Sept

101129                             £62.96                    Konica Minolta

101130                             £50.44                    BT

101131                             £1514.80               ECC Pensions – Apr to Aug

101132                             £52.51                    ECC Pensions - Sept 

101133                             £1992.00               Paul Clark Printing

101134                             £483.00                 Audit Commission Audit Fee

101135                             £52.51                    ECC Pensions – Oct

101136                             £20.13                    Acumen Wages

101137                             £208.00                  M Green Salary – Oct

101138                            £441.60                   F Illman Salary – Oct

101139                            £600.00                   E Aylott – Admin Services Oct

101140                            £114.54                   E-ON Electricity

100901                            £9.61                       Konica Minolta

100902                            £28.00                     NGCA – Room Hire

100903                            £16.28                     Cllr G Butland – Postage & Travel

100904                            £500.00                   NGCA – Re Drop In Centre

100905                            £35.74                     M Green – Protective Clothing
A table was also circulated in hard copy to all present regarding total spend for the first half of this financial year, showing overspend in areas that had remained unpaid in 2008-2009, such as national insurance/income tax and pension scheme payments


	

	09/41
	08/09 AUDIT & 09/10 FINANCIAL UPDATE

Cllr Butland updated that the Audit Commission had completed their assessment of the GNPC annual return and no matters for concern had been raised.  However the internal auditor had reported that the books of accounts were not properly kept and reconciliations were also subject to improvement and that both should be in order for the annual return for next year.

The situation with Barclays Bank has now been resolved, with the council having a current account, one saver account and two bonds, maturing in April and July respectively.  All councillors were in agreement with the arrangements and thanked the Chairman for his efforts.


	

	09/42
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

In relation to the planning application 09/01041/FUL, this was due to go back to committee on 20/10/09 but it was unlikely that the substitution proposed by the council would be accepted.  However there were specific requirements set out that would have to be adhered to when businesses were requesting vacant plots.

Here were no objections raised to applications related to 37 Notley Green and Skyline 120.

It was requested that planning applications, when received by the Clerk on the weekly list, be specific to the parish council’s area of remit, so as to save time.


	ACTING CLERK

	09/43
	TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS

All TPO’S were accepted on the advise of Mr Want, TP Officer and the council are happy for this to continue


	

	09/44
	PANNERS FARM PLAY EQUIPMENT

Notley school have refused the play equipment into their remit, so the equipment is to be offered to White Court School for first refusal and then to other parish councils in order to find the equipment a new home.


	RW

	09/45
	ALLOTMENTS

The proposal for the allotments at the Discovery Centre were discussed and it was formally agreed that planning permission, should be applied for. Councillor Heady has agreed to take this matter forward, with the assistance of the Acting Clerk.


	PH & ACTING CLERK

	09/46
	PARISH COUNCIL WALKABOUT

Chairman advised that points arising from the walkabout would have to be factored into the precept/budget over the next year.  Points raised included:

· Formally agreed to grant BDC permission to mow the grass in the RAFT area and for BDC to invoice the Parish Council

· Quotes need to be obtained for replacement bins for November meeting

· Meadow area to be rotary cut

· GNPC to write to BDC in relation to pond management of the duck pond and safety barriers

· 
	ACTING CLERK

GB

	09/47
	WAR MEMORIAL AT WHITE COURT

Cllr Barltrop requested that the Parish Council consider taking over the White Court War Memorial.  The Council agreed to investigate this possibility.


	GB

	09/48
	REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

Sunday 8th November 2009 at midday – all councillors to attend where possible


	

	09/49
	ESSEX ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS

Correspondence from EALC noted and request for the material electronically to be looked into.


	ACTING CLERK

	09/50
	PARISH PLAN

Councillor Sandbrook updated the meeting on the progress of the Parish Plan.  The meeting on 16th September had been cancelled and it was preferable for the Chairman to be present at the first meeting.  

A list of Friends of the Council would be sent to the Acting Clerk and a meeting would be arranged.


	CS & ACTING CLERK

	09/51
	WEBSITE

Cllr Sandbrook showed the completed first stage of the GNPC website and everyone in agreement that the layout and content was a superb start.


	

	09/52
	GREAT NOTLEY TIMES

Councillor Barltrop updated that the next issue of the GNT was at the printers ready to go to print in the 2nd two weeks of October.  

Councillor Butland advised that the advertising charges in the GNT need to be looked at in next years budget.


	

	09/53
	PARISH CLUSTER MEETING

To be held at Rayne village hall on Wednesday 18th November 2009 – a reminder to be sent electronically nearer the date


	ACTING CLERK

	09/32
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

1. TELECARE details to be requested electronically for distribution and for the website

The acting clerk was then asked to leave, so that the position and recruiting matters could be discussed.


	ACTING CLERK

GB



	09/33
	The next Parish council meeting is on:

Monday 30th November

7.30pm

Community Centre, Great Notley
	


Signed:

Chairman

30 November 2009


