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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GREAT NOTLEY PARISH COUNCIL

 HELD ON MONDAY 20th JUNE 2011 ( 7.30pm - 8.35pm)
AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, GREAT NOTLEY.
****************************************************************
Present: Cllrs Butland, Barltrop, Ricci, Heady, Sandbrook, Walters and Jenner, plus the Clerk.
	ITEM
	
	ACTION BY

	11/12

	Chairman’s Update
Cllr Butland welcomed Cllr Barltrop back to the table after her accident and subsequent operation.  All present wished her a continued recovery.
	

	11/13
	Apologies and Reasons for absence
Cllr Ricci had work commitments and Cllr Jenner had a family commitment.


	

	11/14
	Declarations of Interest

There were none at this stage in the meeting. 


	

	11/15
	Public Participation

No members of the public were present

	

	11/16
	Minutes of the last meeting & Matters arising
The minutes of the meeting held on 16th May 2011 were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
Due to Cllr Barltrop’s accident, Countryside had not yet been approached regarding the gazebo on Notley Avenue.  Cllr Butland to pursue further prior to next meeting.

The new entrance gates at Bridge End Lane have still not been erected and the Council requested the Clerk to chase.

	Cllr GB

Clerk

	
	
	

	11/17
	Clerk’s Report

The clerk reported to the Parish Council that Tesco had not yet responded to the request to clear and clean the ditch/hedgerow area bordering their delivery road.  Clerk to continue to progress the matter further.
Having offered both the 4th and 18th July as a Village walk round, it was decided that the Council would meet on 4th July at 6pm, in the Community Hall car park, to commence the annual parish walk round.  Clerk to invite both Litter Pickers and the Tree warden to attend.

The clerk provided councillors with an information sheet containing useful details (copy attached).  It was requested that the website address also be included on the sheet.

Details were also provided of noticeboard concepts, which Councillors viewed (copy attached).  Clerk to provide detailed costings for next meeting and item to be on the agenda.

	Clerk

All Cllrs

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	11/18
	Financial Report

18.1  To approve the Annual Return for the year end 31st March 2011

All Councillors had been given a copy of the Annual accounts return and this was formally agreed on as a true and correct account of the Council’s finances.  Cllr Butland and the Clerk to file accordingly.

18.2
To note the report of the Auditor

Points arising in the auditor’s report are as follows:

1. One BT invoice had not had the VAT noted; therefore an additional £21.82 was reclaimable.

2. HMRC had been overpaid by 20pence.

3. Under the Financial regulations, the Council must ensure that all invoices are initialled for authenticity, along with two signatures on each cheque stub.

4. Asset register, although to be updated after the walk round, gave sufficient reassurance that the Council’s insurance covered everything owned.  However, Auditor to see a copy of the updated register once completed.
5. A health & safety risk assessment needs to be undertaken for Mr Illman, in his capacity as Parish Handyman.  Clerk is obtaining a copy of BDC’s risk assessment template.

In the context of ensuring that members could demonstrate to residents that value for money was gained from Council tax income spent on staff salaries it was agreed after discussion that three times a year, broadly after every fourth meeting of the Council, starting with the next meeting councillor members would consider an item specifically on any performance or management issues that might need discussion.

18.3
Bank reconciliation

Cllr Butland had completed the paperwork for the new Saffron Walden Building Society Bond, which offers 2% interest for a 6mth bond.  It was agreed by all present that £50,000 should be placed on this bond.

18.4
Payments to be made
The following payments were agreed:

101298  Acumen Wages                    £21.00
101299  Writtle College Training        £120.00

101300  Litter picker salary                £752.57

101301  Litter picker salary                £277.05

101302  Clerk’s salary                       £834.16

101303  Timber for road sign             £12.89

101304  ECC Pensions                      £238.41

101305  HMRC PAYE & NI                £480.45
101306  RCCE subscriptions             £80.00

101307  Community hall drawings     £350.00

101308  Fuel expenses                      £50.00

101309  Photocopier charges            £65.70

101310  Cllr Butland’s expenses        £15.00

101311  EALC/NALC subscriptions   £719.07

101312  GNT Printing/distribution      £2170.00

101313  Auditors fees                        £115.00


	Clerk

Clerk

Cllr GB



	11/19
	Matters for Discussion
19.1 
Litter Picking resources and requirements

Councillors discussed the need for succession planning and holiday cover with regards to the litter picking service provided by the Council. The clerk has been requested to monitor the situation and provide feedback/ideas to the Councillors. 

19.2
Community Hall Extension and Provisions

Cllr Butland had spoken with Brendan Cassidy and the Project Director is to provide a timeline of events and cash flow resources to the council in time for the next meeting.  As part of the expansion, storage is to be provided for the use of the Council.

19.3
Parish Plan action plan

All Councillors are to be resent the parish questionnaire results and to provide comments to the clerk so that a report outlining areas for development or improvement can be constructed.  As this will be an item on the July Agenda, comments to be received by the Clerk by 15th July.

.


	Clerk

All Cllrs

Clerk



	11/20
	Planning Applications/TPO’s
No applications had been referred to the Clerk for discussion at the meeting.  
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	11/21
	Committee Reports

21.1 District/County updates – Cllr Butland informed the meeting that he had written to BDC regarding the compound at the front of the Tesco building.
Cllr Sandbrook raised the subject of the regeneration of Braintree Town Centre and the possibility of a wind turbine in the Country Park.  She felt that the Parish Council should consider the latter matter further.  The Chairman replied that he had asked BDC to consult the Parish Council.
21.2 Great Notley Times – Due to Cllr Barltrop’s accident, Cllr Butland and the Clerk had liaised with Paul Clark Printing and confirmed that the GNT will be delivered w/c 27/6/11.

	Cllr GB



	11/22
	Matters raised for next Agenda

1. Parish Plan
2. Parish Notice Boards

Please send items through by 16th July 2011 for inclusion on the next agenda.
	

	
	The Annual General Meeting is on:

Monday 25th July 2011 

7.30pm

The Community Centre, Great Notley
	


Signed:

Chairman

25th July 2011

