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PARISH CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT 2010-11
The Chairman of the Parish Council, Cllr Graham Butland, presented this report to the Annual Parish meeting held on Monday 4th April 2011
Membership of the Parish Council remained unaltered throughout the year.  A new Parish Council will be elected on Thursday 5th May 2011.  Cllr Paul Prosser has indicated that he does not intend to seek re-election.  Paul has been a member of the Council for four years and I would like to thank him for his contribution during that period.
The financial position of the Council remains sound.  The draft accounts for the year show a surplus of £12,235.82.  During the year it was decided to place some of the Council’s reserves in Treasury Bonds with Barclays Bank.  This has resulted in investment income rising from £31 in 2009-10 to £1731 in 2010-11.  
For several years the Council has been creating a reserve to assist with the proposed extension of the village hall.  Currently this reserve stands at £115,000 and during the year £4,137 was spent on drawing up and submitting plans to Braintree District Council.

Overall expenditure was down by £4322 on the previous year.

The Council has continued to support local organisations through Section 137 grants.  The local Scout group, local Brownies, The Great Notley Football Club and the Great Notley Village Fete all received donations of £500.  In addition this year saw the Council provide for the provision of the new village clock on the Church at Great Notley.

The Council has decided that from 2011 it will invite applications from local organisations for grants.  It has put £4,000 in its budget for this item.  Details will be placed in the summer edition of the Great Notley Times.

In October 2010 the Council circulated a questionnaire to all residents as part of the process of producing a Parish Plan, something that has been talked about for a number of years.  Just under 500 responses were received and the results will be published in a special insert in the Spring 2011 edition of the Great Notley Times.  The views of residents, as expressed through the questionnaire, will help to inform the production of a draft parish plan later in the year.
As part of its policy to encourage community engagement the Parish Council organised the first ever Christmas Torchlight procession and carol service.  Unfortunately the date chosen, Saturday 18th December, coincided with the heaviest snowfall and blizzard experienced in Great Notley for many years.  Nevertheless over eighty residents braved the winter conditions and took part.  As a result the Council has decided to run a similar event this year.

The issue of litter and dogs’ mess has continued to occupy a significant part of the Council’s time.  It was heartening to note from responses to the questionnaire the overwhelming support that there is for the Council’s actions on these issues.  We are grateful for the hard work carried out by our staff, Fred Illman and Matt Green, in our efforts to keep the parish clean and tidy.  I would also like to record that Allan John has joined us as our new Tree Warden and has made an excellent start.
The Council decided during the year to install “Welcome” signs at the Panners End entrance to the village.  These will be installed during April 2011 by Essex County Council on behalf of the Council.

The Council has continued to pursue the issue of possible allotment provision.  This has not been an easy task but Cllr Philip Heady has continued to put considerable effort into it on behalf of the council and we remain hopeful that there will eventually be a successful outcome.
The Council’s website continues to attract a growing number of viewers.  As well as providing key information about the parish and its local organisations it has links to other local authorities and public services.  Cllr Claire Sandbrook has continued to lead on this.
In addition to the website the Council has continued to produce quarterly editions of the Great Notley Times.  Cllr Betty Barltrop has taken the lead supported by other members of the Council.  The questionnaire showed how well local people regard the Great Notley Times.
As the current Council comes to the end of its term of office I would like to thank all councillors for their input.  They have all been willing to assist whenever the need has arisen.  The administration of the Council has also been ably conducted by our Parish Clerk, Mrs Elizabeth Aylott.

The new council will, I believe, inherit a well run and financial sound situation.

Cllr Graham Butland

Chairman

Great Notley Parish Council
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