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PARISH CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT 2009-10
During the year the Parish Council welcomed Cllr Philip Heady as a new member.  Cllr Heady filled the casual vacancy resulting from the resignation of Cllr Mrs Jenny Dunster.
The Council has continued to keep a watchful eye on planning applications.  It registered objections to the planning application submitted by Tesco Limited to extend their store at Great Notley.  Although the application was eventually approved by the District Council’s Planning Committee the Council’s suggestions of a roundabout at the Cuckoo Way junction, limitations on the use of the overflow car park, and business continuity for the tenants of Tesco were incorporated in the planning permission.
The Council has continued to pursue two long standing issues namely, allotment provision and the extension of the Community Centre.  As regards the provision of allotments the Council has identified a possible site bordering the Country Park.  Cllr Heady is leading the work on this item on behalf of the Council.
This year has seen new momentum on plans for the extension of the Community Centre.  Working together with the NGCA and other local organisations the Council is fully supportive of the project.  At present the Parish Council has earmarked reserves of £100k for the project.
During the year it was decided to try again to produce a Parish Plan.  An initial meeting was held at the Cricketers Inn in April and it was agreed that we would issue a questionnaire to all residents later this year.
The issue of litter and dogs’ mess has occupied a significant part of the Council’s time.  In order to maintain cleanliness throughout the parish the Council has increased the hours of the litter pickers and also purchased a significant number of additional litter and dog bins.  The decision to publish details of irresponsible dog owners in the Great Notley Times brought useful publicity in the local press for the Council’s project.
In March the Council agreed in principle to stage a Christmas Torchlight Procession in 2010 through the Parish to culminate with a Carol Service on the village green.  
With considerable input from Cllr Mrs Sandbrook the Council launched its new website during the year.  As well as providing key information about the parish and its local organisations it has links to other local authorities and public services.  
In addition to the website the Council has continued to produce quarterly editions of the Great Notley Times.  Cllr Mrs Barltrop has taken the lead supported by other members of the Council.  It was decided to by the Council to engage paid distributors for the magazine and this has proved to be extremely successful.
The financial position of the Council remains sound.  Despite increased costs and lower income the Council achieved a surplus of £8,800.  In addition it was able to restrict its precept to an increase of 0.2% for 2010-11.  
In August 2009 our Parish Clerk resigned.  Following a public advertisement and interview process the Council appointed Mrs Elizabeth Aylott as its new Clerk.  The Council has continued to employ Mr Fred Illman and Mr Matt Green.  Mr Illman has taken on additional duties as the Council’s handyman.  
Finally, I would like to thank all the Councillors for their efforts during the year.  The Council has worked very well as a team and has been ably supported by its new Clerk.

Cllr Graham Butland
Chairman
Great Notley Parish Council
24th May 2010 
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