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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GREAT NOTLEY PARISH COUNCIL

 HELD ON MONDAY 5th SEPTEMBER 2011 (7.30pm - 8.50pm)
AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, GREAT NOTLEY.
****************************************************************
Present: Cllrs Heady (in the chair), Barltrop, Ricci, Sandbrook, and Walters, plus the Clerk.
	ITEM
	
	ACTION BY

	11/34

	Apologies & reasons for absence
Cllr Butland on annual leave and Cllrs Fisher and Jenner absent
	

	11/35
	Chairman’s Update
In the Chairman’s absence it was noted that Cllr Heady would update on matters as they arise on the agenda.

	

	11/36
	Declarations of Interest

There were none at this stage in the meeting. 


	

	11/37
	Public Participation

No members of the public were present.

	

	11/38
	Minutes of the last meeting & Matters arising
A duplication in the payments to be made section on the last minutes was noted and then the minutes of the meeting held on 25th July 2011 were agreed as a true record and signed by the Vice Chairman.
Arising from the minutes, it was noted that:

Cllr Butland is awaiting confirmation from Countryside in relation to the gazebo, and will chase upon his return from leave.
In relation to the community hall extension, Cllr Butland had confirmed that the dedicated storage space to be allocated to the council would have a locking garage style door.  The Parish Council are to ensure clarity that the security/door material is substantial enough to provide secure, safe storage.
The newly installed entrance gates will be weather proofed when Mr Illman returns from annual leave.

The hole in the footpath to the rear entrance to Notley Green School is still cordoned off and BDC are in the process of deciding how best to proceed with the extensive repair works required.  

The new noticeboards will be completed and ready for installation in approximately 3 weeks’ time.

Nothing had yet been heard from the youngsters who were due to suggest improvements to the skateboarding equipment.

	Cllr Butland

Cllr Butland

Clerk
Mr Illman

BDC

	
	
	

	11/39
	Clerk’s Report

The Clerk met with PCSO Gareth Jones of Braintree Police on 1st September and briefed the Councillors on the discussions. PCSO Jones and his colleague, PCSO James Gordon will be attending both the October and November Parish Council meetings and have provided the on duty PCSO Mobile number for residents to use if they need to report anything to them – this information is to be posted on the website and in the Great Notley Times. 
PCSO Jones is to find out the contact details of the Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator so that we may proceed with creating contact links with them, in order to, among other things, to respond to Parish Plan survey respondents.
They do not envisage problems with the Drop In centre when it re-opens as a membership scheme will be run again this year.  
As with everything, residents should report anything they feel requires assistance directly to Essex Police on the new non-emergency 101 number or on the mobile 07792 814495.  For obvious emergencies, 999 should still be used.  The Clerk will keep the lines of communication open with the PCSOs as much as possible.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	11/40
	Financial Report

40.1  Bank reconciliation
An up to date bank reconciliation was presented to the Council and noted
40.2
Payments to be made
The following payments were agreed:

Item                                                               Cheque No.            Cost
NGCA room hire

333

22.00

Tree warden equipment

334

79.99

BT broadband & phone

335

136.21

Acumen wages

336

21.00

F Illman Wages

337

752.77

M Green Wages

338

277.05

E Aylott wages

339

834.16

HMRC PAYE & NI

340

329.21

Essex Pension Fund

341

238.41

Cllr Butland Stationery expenses

342

10.76

Royal Mail freepost account

343

80.20

Fuel expenses

344

20.01

NGCA Summer fete donation

345

500.00

Clerk’s expenses
346
88.80

	

	11/41
	Matters for Discussion
41.1 
Parish Plan, Going Forward
It was decided that a summary of the main points raised by residents would be collated by the clerk and sent out to all councillors to review and revisit.  A comments box to be provided on the website version of the results, so that residents may provide feedback on the findings.  For the time being, the neighbourhood watch scheme contact details and information will be ascertained and an article written for the Great Notley Times and the website to inform residents of the scheme and how to be involved.
41.2    Diamond Jubilee Plans

Councillor Walters reported that he had no information on what the County Council might be planning at the Country Park.

The Parish Tree Warden, Allan John, provided information to the Council in relation to the Jubilee Oak scheme being run by the Green Heart at BDC.  Councillors were in agreement to accept the offer of an oak tree for the Parish and 3 possible site locations will be viewed by Cllrs Heady & Ricci and Allan John.  In the absence of the Chairman, the Council delegated the power to Cllr Heady to complete the application form following the site visits.  District Councillors present are to decide on a location for the Ward oak tree, and would be pleased to hear the outcome of the Parish Council’s site visit.
The possibility of a jubilee commemorative gift to the school children was discussed and the clerk is to investigate possibilities and potential costs for next meeting.

It was agreed that councillors should come prepared to discuss possible local jubilee events at the next meeting.

41.3    Purchase of Equipment

On the basis of information provided by BDC, the Council agreed to the purchase of a strimmer and lawnmower via Braintree District Council – proposed by Cllr Walters and seconded by Cllr Sandbrook.  The clerk to contact Paul Partridge to confirm purchase.  The clerk will also undertake risk assessments with both litter pickers upon receipt of the equipment and ensure items are added to Parish Council insurance. 

41.4   Grant Application Form

All councillors approved the application form as submitted and the clerk will get the documentation on the website and out to those already showing an interest – completed applications to be received by the clerk by 31st October 2011.

41.5   Essex County Council Winter salt bag scheme

All present discussed the scheme and it was agreed that as the major routes are maintained and that there were with no reports of hotspot areas, the offer would not be taken up on this occasion.

.
	Clerk

Clerk

Cllrs Heady / Ricci & Allan John

Cllr Heady

Clerk
All

Clerk

Clerk



	11/42
	Planning Applications/TPO’s
Two applications had been referred to the clerk by a member of the Council, however in their absence at the meeting, there was nothing to discuss.  
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	11/43
	Committee Reports

43.1 District/County updates – It was noted that Councillors had been provided with a BDC practice note on Traveller issues.  With the expected eviction from the Dale Farm Site due to begin on 19/09/11, any concerns over traveller sites around the district should be referred through the District and Essex County Council.  The clerk is to ensure links are on the website through to BDC and ECC. 
43.2 Great Notley Times – the next edition is now at the printers, due for distribution first week of October.

	Clerk



	
	
	

	11/44
	Matters raised for next Agenda

1. Parish Plan

2. Diamond jubilee

3. Torchlight Procession 2011

[Please send items through by 9th October 2011 for inclusion on the next agenda. The Chairman has added Council policies & procedures to the items to be on the agenda next time]

]
	

	
	The next Parish Meeting is on:

Monday 17th October 2011 

7.30pm

The Community Centre, Great Notley
	


Signed:

Chairman

17th October 2011

