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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GREAT NOTLEY PARISH COUNCIL

 MONDAY 29th NOVEMBER 2010, 7.30pm 

COMMUNITY CENTRE, GREAT NOTLEY
****************************************************************
Present: Cllrs Butland, Barltrop, Fisher, Heady, and Ricci and Walters

	ITEM
	
	ACTION BY:



	10/55
	Chairman’s Update:
Members noted the birth of Melissa Alice on 5th November and were reminded that the Clerk would be on maternity leave until February.  Councillors noted that it was not intended to employ additional assistance during this period. In the meantime, while Mrs Aylott would be doing some tasks, the Chairman would ensure business continued to be attended to while Council minutes would be taken by Cllr Heady


	

	10/56
	Apologies & reasons for absence:
Cllrs Prosser and Sandbrook apologised because of work commitments 

	

	10/57
	Police Presentation

Members welcomed Sergeant Reynolds who gave an outline of crime levels in Great Notley, which by volume was significantly lower than in other local areas.  Members discussed with the Sergeant, among other things, anti-social behaviour, including noisy mopeds on the roads late at night and door knocking; speeding motorists and biker on the A131; selfish car parking, including by parents around the schools; issues around larger groups of youths gathering together; and the role of the local Neighbourhood Action Panel.
It was agreed that

· Sergeant Reynolds would look at RAFT and form an opinion on whether the surrounding foliage might be better pruned back; and 
· More publicity would be given to Police contact numbers
 
	

	10/58
	Declarations of Interest: None

	

	10/59
	Public Forum:
There were no public present 
	

	10/60
	Minutes of the Last Meeting of the Council held of 18th October 2010
The Parish Council agreed that the minutes of the June meeting were a true and correct representation and the Chairman duly signed them.  


	

	10/61
	Clerk’s Report

On behalf of the Clerk the Chairman reported receipt of a letter from the Leader of the Braintree District Council indicating that the Parish Support Grant in the next financial year would be fixed at the 2010/11 amount.  Members noted that they would need to take this into account when fixing the precept for next year

The Chairman also reported that -

· the first instalment of the precept, £13,425, would due to be received in April, 

· the Tax Base would be as at 30/11/10: and 

· the District Council required details of the Parish’s precept by 14/1/11

It was noted that the District Council had agreed a short extension of the precept deadline so the Parish Council would fix its precept at the meeting on 17/1/11  without the need for having to have a special meeting before the 14/1/11 deadline


	

	10/62 


	Maters for discussion 

62.1 The Skyline 120 Road Race - Members welcomed Joe McEwan from the Braintree & District Athletic Club who reported on the 5 Mile Road Race that would take place on 27th March 2011.  The race, which would have over 600 runners, would have its headquarters at the Discovery Centre and would include Skyline and Queenborough Lane in its route.  The race had been recognised as a major Essex County event and would attract the county’s best competitors.

It was noted that the race organizers would like to see local people involved and would welcome volunteers to act as, among other things, race marshals.  It was agreed that space would be found in a forthcoming Great Notley Times for an item by Mr. McEwan on the Race.

	

	
	62.2 Christmas Torchlight procession Saturday 18th December -Members noted a grid compiled and circulated by the Chairman listing tasks and responsibilities.  Members discussed the possible venues of the carol singing at the end of the procession and the tasks members could undertake.  I
It was noted that Cllr Ricci was a First Aider and members also discussed and agreed the content of a risk assessment (based on that helpfully provided by Halstead Town Council) circulated earlier to every member.  Members also noted that the Parish Council was covered by Public Liability Insurance.
The Chairmen reported that he would complete the grid and re-circulate it.


	Cllr Butland


	10/63
	Financial Report:
63.1 Bank reconciliation:

The Chairman on behalf of the Clerk presented the bank reconciliation and account balances.

The Parish Council resolved that the Business Saver Account 2 be closed and outstanding funds be transferred to Business saver Account 1 and authorised the Chairman to take any necessary action

Members noted that they would consider what to do with the Barclays Treasury Deposit Maturing 7th January 20111 and the next Council meeting and noted the remaining information.
Cllr Barltrop handed the Chairman a further £1,200 worth of cheques received for Great Notley Times advertising space

63.2 Payments to be made

All the following payments were viewed agreed by all present:

Chq no.                      Amount                                 Payee                                   

101212                    £657.13                             F Illman
101213                    £270.40                             M Green

101214                    £761.05                             Mrs E Aylott

101215                   £3000.00                            Chelmsford Diocese

101216                    £339.80                             Hi-Fi Tower Ltd

101217                    £127.48                             BT

101218                    £20.56                               Acumen Wages Service

101219                    £20.00                               F Illman

101220                    £38.98                               Flowers Direct

101221                    £82.45                               Biblelands Trading

101222                    £657.13                             F Illman

101223                    £270.40                             M Green

101224                    £706.31                             Mrs E Aylott

101225                    £186.00                             Glowbrothers Ltd

101226                    £410.00                             Gt Northern Firework Co Ltd

101227                    £20.56                               Acumen Wages Service

101228                    £492.71                             HMRC

101229                    £62.52                               Cllr Mrs B Barltrop


	Cllr Butland

Clerk

	10/64
	TPO’s and Planning Applications:
10/01480/FUL7 Ridings Avenue – proposed conversion of existing garage (part) to living space, alterations to windows and door
Members made no comment

10/01587/FUL 12 Buttermere – proposed re-building of existing and erection of new single storey rear extension
Members made no comment


	

	10/65
	Committee Reports:
65.1 District & County Update

Cllr Walters reported on early gritting activity of the County’s roads, but had no other report
Cllr Butland reported that the roundabout at the end of Cuckoo Way near Tesco was now in place and appeared to be working well with a noticeable reduction in speed by drivers exercising more caution than previously. 
Members also discussed the complian4c of planning conditions around the use of the new car park to the rear of the Tesco store and noted that the Chairman had been in contact with Braintree DC’s Enforcement staff in an effort to regulate matters.

65.2 Allotments 

Cllr Heady and Cllr Walters updated members on the progress with the possible allotment site.  Among other things it was noted that that District Council officers had agreed to prepare a plan that could be used if a planning application was pursued, and were seeking information on the ownership of land between the site and the Skyline estate.  It was also noted that a reptile survey would be required on the site and that the Parish Council would be expected to meet the costs.

Consideration was, however, being given to a couple of other suggestions, though it was agreed that the possibility of a site outside the Parish boundaries would not be pursued.

52.3 Great Notley Times

Cllr Barltrop reported on the timetable for the next edition which was due to be printed before Christmas.
52.4 Website etc. development – no report on development this time, but members noted that the website had been further populated since the last meeting, including with information on historical aspects of the parish area.
52.5 Parish Plan – noted that the closing date for the receipt of completed questionnaires was at the end of the month.  The early indications were that the goodly number of people has participated in the survey – 173 forms representing the views of 434 people - and many had taken the opportunity to make comments.  The outcomes would be discussed at the January and/or February Council meetings

	

	10/66
	Matters to be raised on next agenda:

None were put forward.  Members were invited to contact the Chairman with any such items before the publication of the agenda.
The Chairman additionally reported that in the absence of the Clerk the Council answer phone re-directed telephone calls to him while arrangements had been mad for any letters to be picked up.  On the supervision of the litter pickers he reported that he had recently met with Mr Illman and, among other things, had discussed path pothole tasks


	All

	
	The next Parish Council meeting is on:
Monday 20th December 2010 

7.30pm

The Community Centre, Great Notley

	


Signed:

Chairman

17th January 2011  

